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nobly resolved to take them, arrogantly boasting that should
either of the three discharge a single gun they would blow
them all out of the water, but as they did not imagine a shot
would be fired they requested the ladies of the Settlement
to prepare a Ball and Supper for the entertainment of the
Commanders, their prisoners, thus, as schoolboys say,
" reckoning their chickens before they were hatched."
Impudently confident, as Frenchmen generally are, they
left their harbour that had so long been a shelter to them,
colours flying, music playing, and accompanied by many
vessels, large and small, who went to see the British ships
taken possession of. Commodore Forrest, perceiving the
enemy getting under way, made a signal for the other two
Commanders to repair with all speed to him. Being
instantly obeyed, he addressed them thus :

" There come the six French ships. I think we ought to
fight them.55

" Undoubtedly,55 replied the other two. (The shortest
council of war in all probability that ever was held.)

" Away with you to your respective ships then,55 said
Forrest, immediately making the Junior Commander's
signal to lead into action.

This Junior was Captain Suckling, recently made Post,
and who from chance never happened to have been in an
engagement. In his person and manners he was rather
effeminate, fond of dress, used perfumes, and attended much
to his person, which not meeting the approbation of the
Jack Tars, they had contemptuously nicknamed him
amongst themselves, " Fine Bones.'5 Having regained his
ship he told the crew he was to lead, " and now, my gallant
fellows, for the honour of old England we'll shew them what
a handful of sound hearts can do,55 giving orders to trim the
sails and stand direct for the enemy. Whereupon the
ship's company gave three loud and hearty huzzas, crying
out, " Damn my eyes ! Well done, Fine Bones ! Fine Bones
for ever ! Three more cheers for Fine Bones,'5 and again
they huzza'd, an example that was foUowed by the crews of
the other two ships,